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A REPORT on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by the revival and extension of Christian 


sharing and the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. 


WE BELIEVE that if our society moves vigorously forward under the impulses of its Judaic-Christian 


traditions and concepts of truth, we will avoid the curse of violent change as represented by the evils of communism. WE ARE CONVINCED that the American answer for both communism and 
democratic socialism is a revitalized Christian capitalism that promotes closer management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pensions or 
security out of production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. WE STAND for our country, right or wrong, rejoicing when it is right, but when authoritative evidence indicates our 


country is being influenced into the wrong, we would seek through democratic means to set our country right. 


WE HOLD this to be the highest service to patriotism and to God. 





In Case You Missed It — 


How can brotherly love answer 
un-Christian and un-American van- 
dalism? The answer was given re- 
cently in Cleveland after Negro 
homes had been splashed with 
paint and their windows broken, 
and a Negro church building al- 
most demolished by two bombs — 
outrages committed when Negro 
families bought property in a 
“white” neighborhood. As reported 
in the press, five white clergymen, 
one Unitarian and four Baptists, put 
on overalls, brought ladders and 
paint brushes and started to work 
repairing the damage. A Cleveland 
dealer donated the paint; other 
clergymen and members of the So- 
ciety of Friends (Quakers) pledged 
their help if vandalism continues. 

Contrary to popular belief, Ne- 
groes who buy homes in white 
neighborhoods do not depress val- 
ues or degrade the atmosphere. Ac- 
tual records of loan institutions, the 
National Association of Real Es- 
tate Boards, the U. S. Housing Au- 
thority and the Federal Housing 
Authority indicate that Negroes and 
whites of comparable incomes have 
practically identical records of 
maintenance and payment — in 
either mixed or segregated districts. 

The erroneous belief that Ne- 
groes depress neighborhoods stems 
from conditions that prevail where 
landlords (almost always white) 
crowd old buildings with Negro 
tenants to reap large returns on de- 
lapidated properties. (One side of 
one block in Harlem shelters 3,500 
Negroes in depraved housing — 
such districts produce unsavory 
conditions and crime soars.) Ne- 
groes who are able to invest in 
homes seek to establish and main- 
tain a better way of life for their 
families. In Philadelphia, for in- 
stance, approximately 5,000 Negro 
families have incomes of $5,000 or 
more; they want to buy homes, im- 
prove their living standards and 
keep up their neighborhoods. 


ETWEEN THE LINES is dedicated to the task of providing the in- 

telligent, concerned citizen with the armaments of peace — informa- 
tion, understanding, truth. It is a task far beyond our poor capacities — 
but one we seek to serve with a whole heart. Thousands of laymen are 
cooperating — your help is greatly needed. Won’t you pass your copy of 
Between The Lines on to a friend you believe might be interested — or 
send us the names of those to whom you wish to send gift subscriptions? 
It costs so little but means so much. 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


HE ECONOMIC PICTURE is being confused by too much politics 

—if you are a Republican you are supposed to talk about continued 
prosperity; if a Democrat you must talk depression. Both are avoiding the 
facts: Briefly, we are not sailing off through endless boom clouds, nor are 
we plunging into a depression. As we have forecast for years — some- 
thing new and different is coming. 


THE BOOM IS OVER FOR MOST PEOPLE, although Republi- 
can wealth is still managing to balance itself on pinnacles of continuous 
record-breaking profits in thousands of corporations — chemicals, steel, 
oil, rubber, large-scale food processing, insurance, etc. Most people — 
workers, craftsmen, small farmers — are being pinched more every week. 
When banks report increased savings, you can be sure that the increased 
savings deposits come only from the upper 10 per cent of the depositors. 
Business has had a spectacular recovery from last year’s slump 
paper it’s all being whooped up to show that the new tax laws which 
brought considerable relief to corporate wealth — only “token” relief to 
small incomes — are enabling the corporations and the wealthy to “pour 
their surpluses back into industry and create more jobs.” But that is not 
happening. Only the building trades are holding things up. The prospects 
are for tighter conditions this fall in many lines that touch the people — 
the small car trade, clothing, fuel, food, etc. If you doubt us, ask your 
auto dealer, druggist, laundryman. The continued boom is all at the top 
and rather thin. We'll have a more complete analysis in a coming issue. 


NSIDE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES: The colorful cere- 
monies and inspiring fellowship of the World Council of Churches 
meeting in Evanston have been well reported, but the Christian layman’s 
interest will pivot on the meaningfully divergent viewpoints between dif- 
ferent ethnic and political groups as the Council prepares its proclama- 
tion on “The Nature of the Christian Hope” — the most important aim 
of this notable conclave. (There are also theological differences which we 


briefly outlined in our issue of May 15). This message, when pub- 
lished, will be studied by millions over the globe. Famous names from 
both sides of the Iron Curtain are active in the debates shaping up the 
proclamation — Dr. Martin Niemoeller and Bishop Dibelius of Ger- 
many, Bishops Bereczky and Peters of Hungary, Dr. Joseph Hromadka of 
Czechoslovakia, Bishop Newbigin of India, Charles Malik of Lebanan 
and others. 


HE AMSTERDAM CONFERENCE of this same body in 1948 found 

the most sensitive area of inquiry to be in the effort to find a har- 
monious alignment of Christian concepts between the Christians of the 
East and the West, the Free World and the Communist-dominated areas. 
In the present conference at Evanston, as at Amsterdam, there are pres- 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Britain Cuts Delinquency 


While our juvenile delinquency 
rate rises alarmingly, Britain has 
cut juvenile delinquency by 14 per 
cent in one year. In only one crime 
in 20 do Britain’s delinquents resort 
to violence; four probation homes 
and two juvenile courts have been 
closed for lack of offenders. 

The theory behind the improve- 
ment in youthful conduct was ex- 
plained by Home Secretary D. M. 
Fyfe, law enforcement chief of 
Britain: Children must be taught 
to behave. They are not born edu- 
cated, neither are they naturally 
good citizens. Society must provide 
them the opportunity to learn how 
to live constructively. This view 
was implemented in the following 
ways: 

1. Youthful clubs were greatly in- 
creased in numbers — in Liverpool 
alone over 600 new clubs have 
been started in the past 5 years. 

2. In many cases, parents of 
young offenders are fined heavily. 

3. In the Isle of Man, after re- 
storing flogging for juvenile delin- 
quents, the child crime rate dropped 
greatly. 

4. Corporal punishment is »er- 
mitted in schools; teachers have 
complete latitude here. Discipline is 
excellent. (Contrast this with the 
American attitude reflected in a 
note from a mother to a teacher: 
“Don’t punish Marty — he’s very 
sensitive. Just slap the boy next to 
him and that will frighten Marty.”) 

5. Movies and TV are strictly 
supervised. Children are barred 
from movies graded as suitable only 
for adults. TV is not permitted to 
run amok with violence and irre- 
sponsibility but is regarded as a 
media that must operate in the pub- 
lic interest rather than, as in the 
U. S., as a money-making devise 
where anything goes as long as it 
pays off in sales of patent medi- 
cines, beer, etc., or in convincing 
the public that a 5-year old refrig- 


erator or car is obsolete because it 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 








Britain Cuts Delinquency 
(continued) 
doesn’t have the latest gadgets. 
EDUCATION IN BRITAIN: 
Meanwhile, educational opportuni- 
ties rise in Great Britain: Today, 
under Conservative leadership 
which wisely carried on Laborite 
reforms, there are nearly 40 per 
cent more full-time university stu- 
dents than before World War II. 
Seven out of 10 university students 
receive grants (financial aid). 


This is further evidence of the 
progress that is being blasted 
through the walls of aristocratic 


privilege for previously few but 
the rich could go to the British uni- 
versities, and the professions were 
almost exclusively restricted to the 
upper classes — because -only they 
could afford higher education. 





Lawyers and Politicians 
Many politicians defend the 
methods of the congressional in- 
vestigating committees. But an 
analysis of their defense reveals 
that their concern over communism 
is only secondary, that the main in- 
terest of such politicians centers in 
the sensational charges and in the 
dramatic public displays possible in 
such hearings, which provide a 
means for mediocre men, hitherto 
unknown to the public, to shove 
themselves into the limelight. Poli- 
ticians thus often dodge the illegal 
and unethical aspects of many con- 
gressional committee practices. 
But many politicians are also 
lawyers by profession, and the re- 
cent petition by representatives of 
the American Bar Association, urg- 
ing that Congress end the repeated 
abuses of its investigative powers, 
has had far more effect on mem- 
bers of Congress than is indicated 
by the slight publicity attending the 
action. The Bar Association peti- 
tion urged that Congress end prac- 
tices that transgress the rights of 
individuals, that notoriously unfair 
practices be eliminated. While ef- 
forts were made at the Bar Associ- 
ation’s recent convention to keep 
this petition from becoming a for- 
mal action of the Association — be- 
cause of possible political repercus- 
sions—its widespread support 
among the rank and file of Bar As- 
sociation members will have consid- 
erable influence in Washington. 
WHAT DOUSED McCARTHY? 
It is known in Washington that pub- 
lic relations experts have advised 
Senator McCarthy that the public 
reaction to his TV appearances was 
like rhubarb pie when the cook for- 
got the sugar — it looked the same, 
smelt the same, but the more vou 
had, the more painfully evident that 
something important was missing. 
The sugar of sincerity is a potent 
ingredient. 
Now that there has been time to 
measure the total effects of the 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


sures being exerted to influence the Council towards an unqualified en- 
dorsement of the West’s capitalistic society, as synonymous with Chris- 
tianity, and an equally unqualified denunciation of communism as the 
source of all the world’s evil. But whenever such views are aired, repre- 
sentatives from both East and West protest that while capitalism has 
brought abundance to many in American society, it has also brought the 
world its most destructive wars, its worst examples of racial discrimina- 
tion and economic plundering through colonialism and domestic exploita- 
tion (share cropping, high-rent slums and the conscienceless commer- 
cialization of alcoholic beverages creating widespread drunkenness and 
crime). In many areas of the world the only capitalism ever known has 
been the perpetual draining of an impoverished peasantry and low-wage 
labor by a feudal aristocracy. 

This lack of an unqualified support of capitalism in World Coun- 
cil circles outrages the ultra conservative elements in this country and 
causes their hired commentators to make scathing and often completely 
dishonest attacks against the World Council leaders. 

At Amsterdam and now at Evanston, some of the most faithful 
supporters of capitalism try valiantly to be honest about the situation; 
they insist that the true relationship between capitalism and communism 
can only be understood by recognizing that communism has come only 
where capitalism has failed, that communism is not a cause but a result, 
a political illness and an economic plague where privileged men have used 
their economic freedom to exploit the weak instead of seeking to create a 
fair and just condition for all. So in reality it is not capitalism which has 
failed, but men who have failed. 

THIS CONFLICT IN VIEWPOINT resulted in the denunciation, 
by the 1948 Amsterdam Conference, of the evils inherent in both com- 
munism and capitalism when men ignore the will of God, a proclamation 
which brought a storm of controversy into American church circles over 
the question of whether the World Council was communistic. As pointed 
out in our last issue, reactionary wealthy laymen in this country made 
common cause over this issue with the fringe fundamentalists and the ex- 
treme rightist wing of the Roman Catholic Church who naturally delight 
in seeing world Protestant leaders discredited. (The fundamentalists were 
already fighting the World Council on the grounds that the organization 
includes some “modernists” who do not accept the virgin birth or the 
blood atonement doctrine of salvation — ignoring the Council’s premise 
that on the principles of Christian brotherhood it must accept men of all 
Christian faiths, irrespective of doctrinal differences.) So from these 
groups and for these reasons have come the charges that the World Coun- 
cil of free churches is “Communist-dominated” and, automatically, the 
National Council likewise — charges that may be renewed shortly. 

We would point out however that when the Pope of Rome subse- 
quently condemned both capitalism and communism in words quite simi- 
lar to those used in the Amsterdam proclamation, the reactionary accus- 
ers of the World Council shrugged and looked the other way. No one ac- 
cused the Pope of being Communist! 


COMMON GROUND: It is this same struggle to find a common 
ground which has been permeating much of the Council's deliberations at 
Evanston. Christians from the capitalist West and Christians from behind 
the Iron Curtain — many of whom have felt the lash of Communist per- 
secution — are seeking to share the healing, illuminating fellowship of a 
common faith and to express their understanding of the nature of the 
Christian hope in our day, without having their views and pronounce- 
ments threaded by political propaganda — from either side. 

Prominent American churchmen are rising with others to chal- 
lenge narrow nationalism and economic bigotry and courageously pro- 
claiming that Americans without God behave about the same as other 
men who have driven God out of their lives — on either side of the Iron 
Curtain. To those reasonable men we owe a considerable debt. 

WHEN SPECIFIC ACCUSATIONS of “Communist collabora- 
tion” are made against the World Council representatives from the Com- 
munist countries, remember that, although they may despise communism 
personally, they either must obey the laws of the states in which they live, 
as far as their Christian principles permit — or suffer imprisonment, usual- 
ly leaving their parishes without any spiritual ministry at a time when it is 
most needed. No doubt there are churchmen behind the Iron Curtain who 
have been willing to cooperate with the Red tyrants to win personal ad- 
vancement; on the other hand, your editor has good reasons to believe, 
from contacts abroad, that some of the visiting clergymen accused of col- 
laboration are churchmen who have been secretly working with the anti- 
Communist underground while holding nominal relationships with the 
Communist state, a situation true of many such churchmen in Red areas 
and a fact they naturally cannot bring out in their defense while in this 


country for fear of retaliation against their families and themselves. 
(continued on NEXT page) 





Lawyers and Politicians 


(continued) 

hearings, public relations experts 
state that Army council Welch was 
of course the overwhelming hero 
of the McCarthy-TV windup (which 
the redoubtable Joe had predicted 
would make him the next presi- 
dent!) Welch was the one man who 
appeared to be squelched, defeated, 
rendered ineffectual by the shallow 
nature of the Army case. While the 
congressmen mugged the cameras, 
Welch sat in Socratean patience and 
humility and became the most ef- 
fective personality in the hearings, 
He was sincere. “He made Mc- 
Carthy sound and look like a 
phony,” said a top Washington 
newsman who has written many ar- 
ticles favorable to McCarthy, “for 
Joe was always maneuvering, play- 
ing for position, anything for a 
strike when the other fellow was 
off balance.” 

Apparently this realization — 
that McCarthy’s anti-communism 
is really a phony—turned the 
Scripps Howard papers (long strong 
McCarthy supporters) against the 
senator, which in itself had a large 
part in dousing Joe. When Fred 
Woltman (top Scripps Howard re- 
porter who won the Pulitzer prize 
for his work in exposing commu- 
nism and who had formerly been 
friendly to McCarthy) came out in 
a series of syndicated articles de- 
claring that the senator had greatly 
aided the Communist cause by his 
dishonest and destructive tactics, 
McCarthy really began to duck. 


McCarthy found his Nemesis not 
at the hands of some red dragon he 
rode out to slay, but in the unseen 
element of sincerity. This lays bare 
again the moral foundations of de- 
mocracy and reveals that the Amer- 
ican people, in their increasing re- 
jection of McCarthy, still under- 
stand the basic values that sustain 
their freedom. (Public polls report a 
steady drop in McCarthy’s support.) 


Winter in Russia 

A year ago the Malenkov Gov- 
ernment made a great play of state 
plans to double the production of 
meat and meat products. It was ad- 
mitted that there was less livestock 
on Russian farms in 1953 than in 
1928. Special incentives were pro- 
vided to induce farmers to raise 
more livestock; a return to the profit 
motive was implied in the offer of 
more private acreages for farmers 
in the giant collectives, if they 
would devote their spare time to 
livestock, which products they 
were to be permitted to sell for pri- 
vate profit on the free market. But 
this drive failed to get results be- 
cause of the tight grain and fodder 
conditions and the continued resist- 
ance of the farmers to all Commu- 
nist controls. The long Russian 
winter months greatly increase the 


need for meat and fats. Now the 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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Winter in Russia 


(continued) 
politburo is warning again of meat 


) shortages ahead and is tightening 


_— 





controls on livestock, for meat sup- 
plies continue scarcer than before 
the collective farm program began 
25 years ago. 

When Stalin died 18 months ago, 
the atmosphere behind the Iron 
Curtain remained rebellious and 
explosive for weeks. Stalin’s pres- 
tige held the masses in check dur- 
ing years of continued privation. 
When the old Tartar tyrant died, 
the new Government, fearful of 
counter revolution, made hasty and 
obviously desperate efforts to ease 
tensions, promising great increases 
in living standards, granting am- 
nesty to thousands of political pris- 
oners. But the promises have not 
been fulfilled; while living condi- 
tions are fairly well sustained in 
terms of bare necessities, with basic 
foods like bread, cabbage, beets 
rather plentiful, such foods as meat, 
butter, milk, eggs, fruit remain out 
of reach for almost all families. 
Moreover, few have sufficient fuel 
for winter health or comfort. Will 
the people continue to accept these 
grim conditions under the new re- 
gime? The different heads of the 
Moscow bureaucracy are blaming 
each other for these conditions, 
which reveals the inner strife with- 
in the ruling presidium — a fact not 
lost upon the resentful populace. 

Food shortages are also going to 
be severe in Poland, Czechoslo- 
vakia and Hungary this coming 
winter. Berlin papers have reported 
food riots in industrial centers near 
Prague. These reports do not give 
assurance that open revolt is imi- 
nent, but they do emphasize once 
more that, while communism con- 
tinues to spread at its perimeter be- 
cause desperate people will accept 
any well implemented program that 
offers some alternative from intol- 
erable conditions, the Communist 
system itself stiffles production, de- 
stroys loyalty and initiative, and 
leaves people with only slight phy- 
sical advancements, enveloped in a 
spiritual poverty more unbearable 
than the physical poverty they 
sought to escape. Some day com- 
munism will die, not because it has 
been smashed with bombs and 
guns but because it could not meet 
man’s need. Our greatest need is to 
find leaders with vision and abili- 
ty to exploit these inherent short- 
comings of communism. 


The African Crisis 

Recent United Nations studies on 
Africa emphasize the nature of the 
tragedy and terror which fill the 
mind of the African as he looks out 
over a land he has lived on by prim- 
itive husbandry for countless cen- 
turies but which is now being mined 
by great machines or worked by 
white plantation owners. 

(continued third col., THIS page) 
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X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


Yet members of congressional un-American activities committees 
expect such visiting churchmen to appear before their committees and tell 
all—in defense against unsupported charges made against them in a 
country where they are guests. How crazy can we get? 

Under all the heart-searchings among these Christian leaders, the 
realization looms that, with political, diplomatic and military agencies 
locked in a bitter stalemate, the millions of Christians in both the free 
world and the Communist-dominated areas are indeed the lifeline of hope, 
holding the fragments of human society together. If we let that line be 
broken apart, there is no power left to ward off destruction. 


OLITICAL ’RASSLIN’ — AND WHO WINS? You've heard of the 
wrestlers so tangled up in arm grapevines, hammerlocks and leg 
twists that it took two osteopaths and a chiropractor to get them apart 
after an M. D. said it couldn’t be done without surgery? That’s American 
politics right now. The GOP strategists were giving the last touches to the 
fall election campaign program, filled with charges about “the Democrat 
party’s indifference to the great Communist menace and the treasonable 
coddling of Reds” — evils which have “brought the country to the edge 
of the Red abyss.” 

In the meantime. the legal security debacle created by the GOP’s 
own Sen. McCarthy in FBI, Intelligence and Security circles, now all un- 
der GOP rule, had slowed the long needed revision of anti-Communist 
security laws down to a worm’s walk. Then suddenly certain Democrat 
congressmen —in both House and Senate — who knew they were mark- 
ed to receive the tar treatment, because of their liberal views, hatched a 
potent idea. They grabbed up every possible legal measure that could be 
used to curb, abolish, emasculate and obliterate all communism and Com- 
munists in this country, threw in a few pounds of garlic and cayenne pep- 
per and tossed the works into the legislative hopper. Leading GOP ban- 
ner boys in Congress who had been wailing about the Red menace for 
years with both fingers pointed at the Democrats, but who had done little 
to untangle the genuinely serious inadequacies of our security system. 
now took one look, turned liver color and hit for the cloak room. The 
Democratic congressmen poured in some more last minute anti-Commu- 
nist powders found in the alley, demanded an immediate vote, and the 
GOP boys came bug-eyed out of the cloak rooms. Everything ever dream- 
ed up to smack the Reds had been poured into the legislative machine — 
practically all in one sitting and chiefly by the very men who were mark- 
ed as targets for anti-Communist missiles the GOP had been whittling. 

Only a few newspapers have had the independence and courage to 
point out that most of the measures are obviously zanies — hastily gotten 


up, inaccurate and unconstitutional, and few of them would hold in 
(continued on NEXT page) 














The African Crisis 


(continued) 

The chasm which economic, 
transition has created stretches from 
1900 when the indigeneous Afri- 
cans had little to do with money or 
exchange but lived simply off the 
land without cash and by their own 
labor —to the present when 140 
millions are trying to adjust their 
lives to a cash earning economy. 
For almost all now depend partly 
on money earned either by trade 
or wages, and their desire for con- 
sumer goods and other facilities of 
modern living is increasing. 

The change is drawing the na- 
tives to the city in droves where 
there are only muddy dumps and 
ghettos to receive them, and there 
is too little work at self-respecting 
wages. They are beyond the juris- 
diction of their ancient tribal moral 
laws, which despite polygamy, etc., 
were usually sufficient to maintain 
their society with reasonable sta- 
bility. Now, crowded together in 
sweltering urban jungles without the 
discipline of their group traditions, 
and with little police protection or 
authority except in bursts of bru- 
tality, they have little expectation of 
better times until basic economic 
adjustments have been made and a 
spiritual transformation has cor- 
rected major injustices. 

The technical aid of soil and 
crop experts and insect control 
specialists, along with sufficient cap- 
ital, will be needed to bring more 
land into cultivation and avert dire 
food shortages. And the industrial- 
ization process will have to digest 
a vast population bloc before the 
turmoil in Africa settles into a 
peaceable rhythm. 

These adjustments can be made 
by intelligent planning, such as is 
outlined in the recent United Na- 
tions report, “Enlargement of the 
Exchange Economy in_ Tropical 
Africa,” prepared for the summer 
session of the Economic and So- 
cial Council at Geneva. (Available 
through the UN.) Such studies of- 
fer valuable guides to future Afri- 
can policies — will we follow them, 
or will we, by default, leave the 
field to the Communists and the 
Mau Maus? 


Technical Aid 


The Eisenhower Administration 
seeks to give the impression that 
the Point Four program is being 
carried on under the aegis of the 
“Technical Cooperation Adminis- 
tration Program.” The name and 
substance of the program were 
changed for political reasons, so as 
to evade any connotation of a suc- 
cessful Truman program. Impartial, 
non-political observers report that. 
aside from the new name, the new 
ATC program involves the follow- 
ing changes: 

First, politicians have pressed for 


more Republican appointees, 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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Second, the reorganization has 
treated the new Technical Aid 
program as a political wing of our 
military machine, instead of an in- 
dependent agency of goodwill to 
build American prestige in endur- 
ing forms. It is becoming a bribe — 
“Here are some new plows — what 
about those air bases?” 

Mr. Harold Stassen, the nominal 
head of the new U. S. Operations 
Missions, is responsible for too 
many of the President’s personal 
interests to devote much time to the 
Technical Aid program. Consider- 
able publicity went out from Wash- 
ington when Eisenhower first in- 
troduced these changes, to explain 
how private industry, church and 
educational organizations could be 
utilized in the foreign aid program. 
Little has been done along this line, 
however, after Stassen failed to get 
congressional appropriations. A 
move to get away from Truman’s 
Point Four program is subsiding 
into “getting away from Harry 
Truman.” So far only a feeble be- 
ginning has been made to enlist the 
aid of university and church groups. 
For complete details, see the re- 
cently published book Shirt Sleeve 
Diplomacy by the eminent N. Y. 
attorney, Jonathan B. Bingham. 

This subject is of increasing im- 
portance in view of the Administra- 
tion’s present efforts to de-empha- 
size the threat of war and turn pub- 
lic interest towards a more con- 
structive approach to the threat of 
communism. Yet for political rea- 
sons, the Administration has para- 
doxically abolished one of the most 
effective instruments for accom- 
plishing this goal. 


Women at Work 

Women have always contributed 
their full share to the family living, 
points out a report by the Wom- 
en’s Bureau of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Labor. Pioneer women 
raised gardens, tended flocks of 
chickens, cooked, baked, wove, 
made clothes, washed, nursed, 
taught — and still more important, 
created most manufactured articles 
used in the home. In these multi- 
ple tasks the older aunt or the 
grandmother, the spinster sister or 
cousin had a very real place in those 
households where every hand was 


needed. Today such jobs are done 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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But who in Congress was going to stand up and say so — with 
grinning Democrats all over the place ready to earp, “So you don't want 
to smack the Reds, huh? Wait till I tell that on you back home.” (See Ar- 
thur Krock’'s analysis of these laws in the N. Y. Times, Aug. 27). The 
Communist party is to be outlawed; Communists and subversives to lose 
their citizenship; witnesses to be compelled to devulge all they know about 
Reds with no legal hiding place. 

And frankly we feel that this is all to the good, like a real bad 
case of measles; the high point of fever has now been reached — the cri- 
sis passed, and the patient should now gradually emerge from the deliri- 
ous condition which has for so long been disturbing the neighbors. 

America has never been in any remote danger of being over-run 
by the Communists. Someday people will get back their common sense 
and realize this. The Communist movement, with all its ol devil world of 
subversion, incitations of mob violence and sabotage, has never grown in 
this country beyond a scattered underground operation of psychopaths 
and misfits — directed by small bands of sharp, well-trained and danger- 
ous Marxist revolutionaries, but each carefully tailed day and night by the 
FBI and thus unable to conclude any major undertaking. According to 
the record, the movement never reached higher than one tenth of one per 
cent of our population (100,000 party members at its peak, stated J. Ed- 
gar Hoover) which is a very slight menace compared to the situation in 
France, Italy, Germany and elsewhere. On the military level, as we have 
pointed out repeatedly over the years, the preponderance of all Russia’s 
military might is still of a defensive nature — land forces, tanks, subma- 
rines, short-range jets; and their plan of conquest continues to be unvar- 
ingly that of conquest by infiltration, agitation and revolution from with- 
in, wherever political corruption, economic injustice and religious feudal- 
ism has prepared the way. 


Perhaps we are reaching the point when a respect for facts and 
common sense will again characterize our national lives. 


USINESS AND POLITICS: Because both political parties are involv- 

ed, as well as thousands of business groups, construction concerns, 
lumber and building supply corporations, mortgage companies and banks 
— there is still an amazing amount of cushioning for the shock of cor- 
ruption and scandai being uncovered by congressional investigating com- 
mittees in the home building and repair trades. Remember the repercus- 
sions over a $500 deep freezer, a $6,000 mink coat? Yet there’s been com- 
parative calm over the recent news of “$4 million profit on a $15,000 in- 
vestment by a construction company whose buildings are already starting 
to crumble; while high rents make small-income families the victims.” In 
another instance, “Millions were filched from the public in fraudulent use 
of FHA loans — FBI asked to hunt builder who disappeared.” How many 
mink coats and deep freezers would such deals buy? 


But unless you have an unusually courageous and unbiased news- 
paper in your community, you have not had access to many details of 
these episodes. And can you name the senators and congressmen who have 
doggedly kept at these inquiries? Probably not, because the McCarthys 
have been promoted to headline stardom . . . . and besides there are too 
many local political angles to watch in the housing story —involving both 
Republicans and Democrats—too many business associates on home 
ground who might not like to read about the congressmen in Washington 
who are digging up dirt even on Republicans and corporations. So hail to 
Sen. Prescott Bush, Republican of Conn., and to the Senate Committee 
council, William Simon — and others in both House and Senate who have 
been active in these investigations. They are doing more to save the Amer- 
ican way than a dozen Pogo Joes and their gumshoes. 

In every part of the country these fraudulent operations have been 
carried on; high pressure salesmen hired to talk home owners into expen- 
sive repair or remodelling jobs on FHA loans, the cost to be far. in excess 
of materials and labor plus reasonable profit — the tangle of guilt usually 
stretching far up and down the line. Your editor interviewed one home 
owner who is carrying a $4,700 loan for work which actually cost less 
than $2,500. He'll be paying on it for 10 years —or the bank can take 
his home. In another case four men raised $18,000 between them, drew 
up hasty plans for a housing project, pulled wires and got $6 mil- 
lion in Government loans — put only $34 million into the job, divid- 
ing $22 million between themselves! When brought before the commit- 
tee they became arrogant and indignant — What’s wrong with making a 
big profit — this is American capitalism, isn’t it? But what kind of capi- 
talism — and what kind of America? 

Full data has not yet been compiled on this important situation. 
But you will find that news magazines (in your public library) have had 
brief reports — also see the N. Y. Times, Aug. 26 and 27. 


Curt. boieero— 
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(continued) 
outside the home, therefore the 
woman worker specializes in one 
particular occupation and is em- 
ployed in factory, store, restaurant, 
hospital, school, office. This change 
affected the unmarried women first, 
but gradually the married women 
also began to take jobs outside the 
home. Some married women work 
from necessity, others work to 
maintain a higher standard of liy- 
ing than would be possible on the 
husband’s earnings alone. The re- 
sults have been reflected in high- 
er levels in education, medical care, 
home ownership, savings. 
Regardless of whether the wom- 
an is the only wage earner or not, 
she is still responsible for the care 
of the children, the running of the 
house, etc., and with so little do- 
mestic help available, this dual role 
puts a great burden on the working 
mother. It also poses new problems 
in child care and delinquency. 
How many women are in this 
category? About half of all women 
workers are married, and half of 
these married workers have chil- 
dren under eighteen — in short, 
about a fourth of all women work- 
ers in the U. S., or over 5 million. 
Some other significant facts 
about women workers: about a 
third of all women of working age 
are in the labor force; the average 
age of women workers is thirty-sev- 
en and a half years. The most recent 
figures available reveal that half of 
all women in the labor force earn- 
ed $1,398 per year; only one-eighth 
of the women with wages or salary 
income (but more than half of the 
men) earned $3,000 or more in 
1952. In judging this difference in 
earnings, however, it must be re 
membered that more women than 
men work off and on or have part- 
time jobs. The principle of equal 
pay for equal work is generally ac- 
cepted, though not always prac- 
ticed. Thirteen states have equal 
pay laws, but coverage is limited. 
Equal pay is a deceptive factor, 
because women workers have been 
largely concentrated in low-pay oc- 
cupations. This will change as equal 
employment opportunities are made 
available to more women in the up- 
per paying occupations, and as 
equal access to vocational and pro- 
fessional training is made possible. 
Clerical workers and machine 
operators account for nearly half 
of all employed women. The shift 
since 1940 has been away from 
private household work, although, 
in 1953, 10 per cent of employed 
women were engaged in household 
work as opposed to 8 per cent in 
sales work. In certain fields, such 
as nursing, stenography, telephone 
operation, almost all workers are 
women — and in teaching, book- 
keeping and the garment trades, 
three-fourths are women. 











